
Friday 23rd October Fyansford Papermill, Geelong 

Bluestone industrial buildings, a historic water race, a manager's house and a 

rare row of pre-WWI workers' cottages.  Also 

known as the Barwon Paper Mill, it is an 

historic industrial 

precinct. Built 

between 1874 and 

1878, it was 

Victoria's third-

oldest paper mill. 

Produced paper products until 1923 and was later used for manufacturing 

World War II sea-mines and a general storage.  

This under-

utilised 

industrial site 

had been 

closed to the 

public for 

decades. In 

2001, inspired by $1m grant a vision of 

restoring and reopening the site to the public occurred. The buildings are now 

home to a restaurant, cellar door wine sales, art ceramics & studios, 

sometimes a watercolour artist and more. The paper mill lies within the Buckley 

Falls Reserve. This tranquil riverside nature reserve has stunning waterfall 

views. Running along the Barwon River, it also features excellent walking and 

bike tracks. Buckley Falls was named after William Buckley, an escaped prisoner 

from Sullivan Bay Settlement, the other side of Port Phillip Bay. He was a lucky 

chappie - stayed a free man. Hence where “got Buckleys or none” originates! 


